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The Things They Carried

Name:  _______________________________________________________________________________________

Directions:  The summer reading assignment is organized into three sections.  Preview the exercises in each section

prior to reading so that you can gather text evidence as you read.  You may write your answers on this hard copy or

you may type them on the Google document that has been shared with you in the classroom.

Assignment 1

1. Read the following chapters:  “The Things They Carried,” “Love,” and “Spin.” (pages 1-36)

2. Read about point of view.

3. Complete the exercise on point of view.

Point of View

A narrator tells a story from one of two specific perspectives:  first person or third person.  Narrators can be major

or minor characters within a story, or they can exist outside a story. A first-person narrator participates in the

events of a story, using pronouns such as “I,” “me,” and “we.”  A story told in first person, reveals only the thoughts

and feelings of the character telling the story.  The reader sees the events only through the eyes of that character.

A third-person narrator, often not a character in the story, is not part of the action of a story and uses pronouns

such as  “he,” “she,” and “they.”  A story told in third person, reveals what the narrator observers as the story

unfolds.  There are three types of third-person points of view:

1. Limited:  The narrator sees only what is in front of him or her, as a spectator would.  The narrator does

NOT know the thoughts of any other character.

2. Limited Omniscient:  The narrator knows the thoughts and feelings of only one character. The narrator is

aware of other events happening, but only knows the reasons for one character’s actions in a story.

3. Omniscient:  The narrator knows the thoughts and feelings of all of the characters in the story.  This  point

of view is common with an external character who seems to be standing above the action. (Imagine a

person with a crystal ball peering into a scene.)

Ultimately, the type of narrator determines the point of view from which a story is told and often determines how

well a reader can imagine what the character(s) are experiencing.  Point of view can also reflect the opinion of an

individual.  For example,The Book Thief is narrated by Death.  Death is a third-person omniscient narrator that

knows the thoughts and feelings of all of the characters in the story.  Knowing the thoughts and feelings of all of the

character's in this novel is important because the author is able to expose readers to more than one point of view;

thus, illustrating that not all Germans were bad people that supported Hilter.

Readers often wonder whether The Things They Carried is a memoir or fiction. The Things They Carried is primarily

told by a first-person narrator whose name is the same as the author’s (Tim O’Brien).  Although there are

similarities between the events in the book and O’Brien’s life, specifically in regards to his experiences as a soldier

in the Vietnam War, the book is considered a work of fiction because O'Brien invented and embellished the stories.

In O'Brien’s eyes, a story does not have to be true in order for it to have a significant impact on a reader.  In other

words, O'Brien creates fictional stories that help readers who have not experienced the horrors of war to gain a

true understanding of its emotional and physical toll.



Exercise on Point of View

Directions:  Write your response to each question in the boxes. Support your responses with quotes and

explanations from the text.  Remember to note the page number(s) from where you took your quotes using in-text

citations.  If you feel that you need more space than what is provided in the chart, write your answers on

composition paper.

Example of an In-Text Citation:  Lieutenant Jimmy Cross “would sometimes taste the envelopes knowing her tongue

had been there” (O’Brien 1).

Identify the point of view of chapter one, “The Things
They Carried.”

Point of View:

Provide a significant quote from the chapter to
support your answer.

Quote:

Explanation of the Quote:  What is happening within
this scene? Why is this quote significant?

Identify the point of view of either chapter two, “Love”
or  chapter three “Spin.”

Point of View:

Provide a significant quote from the chapter to
support your answer.

Quote:



Explanation of the Quote:  What is happening within
this scene? Why is this quote significant?

Assignment 2

1. Read “On the Rainy River,” “Enemies,” “Friends,” “How to Tell a True War Story,” “The Dentist,” and

“Sweetheart of Song Tra Bong.” (pages 37-110)

2. Read the paragraph below about figurative language.

3. Complete the exercise on figurative language.

Figurative Language

Writers use figurative language such as imagery, similes, and metaphors to help readers visualize and experience

events and emotions in a story.  Imagery--a word or phrase that refers to sensory experience (sight, sound, smell,

touch, or taste)--helps create an experience for readers. Authors often use descriptive language to help readers

imagine what something looks like, smells like, tastes like, sounds like, or feels like.  Along with imagery, authors

use similes and metaphors to enhance readers’ experiences.  Similes are comparisons that show a similarity

between two things that seem different.  Similes use connective words such as “like,” “as,” “than,” or a verb such as

“resembles.”  For example, saying that one’s “love is like a red rose,” would be implying that one’s lover is as

beautiful as the smell or appearance of a rose.  Another type of comparison is a metaphor.  A metaphor is a

statement implying that one thing is something else, which, in a literal sense, it is not.  For example, saying that

“the sea is an angry dog” describes how the surf of a rough sea hits the shore, almost biting down viciously and

foaming at the mouth like a ferocious dog.

Exercise on Figurative Language

Directions:  Find three examples in which O’Brien uses imagery to appeal to the reader’s senses in any of the the

following chapters:  “On the Rainy River,” “Enemies,” “Friends,” “How to Tell a True War Story,” “The Dentist,” and

“Sweetheart of Song Tra Bong.”  One of your three examples must be a simile and one must be a metaphor. The

examples must be taken from at least three separate chapters.  Explain the use of the figurative language. How

does the figurative language  help the reader to better imagine the sights, smells, sounds, etc. of a scene?  Write

your quotes and explanations in the boxes.  Remember to note the page number(s) from where you took your

quotes using in-text citations.   If you feel that you need more space than what is provided in the chart, write your

answers on composition paper.

Example of an In-Text Citation:  Lieutenant Jimmy Cross “would sometimes taste the envelopes knowing her tongue

had been there” (O’Brien 1).



Quote: Explanation:  How does the figurative language  help
the reader to better imagine the sights, smells, sounds,
etc. of a scene?  Be specific.

Quote: Explanation:

Assignment 3

1. Read “Stockings,” “Church,” “The Man I Killed,” “Ambush,” and “Style.” (pages 111-128)

2. Read the paragraph below about symbolism.

3. Complete the exercise on symbolism.

Symbolism

Symbols are persons, places, or things in a narrative that have significance beyond a literal understanding.  The

craft of storytelling depends on symbols.  Most frequently, a specific object will be used to refer to (or symbolize) a

more abstract concept.  The repeated appearance of an object suggests a nonliteral, or figurative, meaning

attached to the object.  Symbols are often found in a book’s title, at the beginning and/or end of a story, in an

action or event within a story, or in the name or personality of a character.  For example, in the first chapter of The

Things They Carried, readers are told that Henry Dobbins carries his girlfriend's nylons wrapped around his neck.  In

“Stockings,” O’Brien tells the story of how the stockings became a symbol of comfort and protection.

Exercise on Symbolism

There is a great deal of symbolism in The Things They Carried.  Find an example of an object that you think is used

as a symbol in the text.  Provide two significant quotes connected to the symbols.  Provide an explanation of the

significance of each symbol.  If you feel that you need more space than what is provided in the chart, write your

answers on composition paper.

Example of an In-Text Citation:  Lieutenant Jimmy Cross “would sometimes taste the envelopes knowing her tongue

had been there” (O’Brien 1).



Example

Symbol:  Henry Dobbins’s
girlfriend’s pantyhose

Quote 1:
“Hentry Dobbins carried his
girlfriend’s panty hose wrapped
around his neck as a comforter”
(O’Brien 9).

Quote 2:
“They were like body
armor...Whenever we saddled up
for a late-night ambush, putting on
our helmets and flak jackets, Henry
Dobbins would make a ritual out of
arranging the nylons around his
neck, carefully tying a knot, draping
the two leg sections over his left
shoulder” (O’Brien 112).

Explanation:

In the first chapter of The Things

They Carried, O’Brien tells the

reader that one of his platoon

mates, Henry Dobbins, “carried his

girlfriend’s panty hose wrapped

around his neck as a comforter”

(9).  Later in the novel, in the

chapter “Stockings,” O’Brien

explains that not only did Dobbins

like the scent and memories

connected to his girlfriend’s

pantyhose, he would sleep with the

panyhose like an infant does with a

blanket.  O’Brien explains that the

pantyhose became a good luck

charm for Dobbins, as Dobbins

would wear the pantyhose out on

ambush.  O’Brien recalls, “They

were like body armor...Whenever

we settled up for a late-night

ambush...Henry Dobbins would

make a ritual of arranging the

nylons around his neck, carefully

tying a knot, draping the two leg

sections over his left shoulder”

(112).  O’Brien goes on to explain

that Dobbins was never wounded

in an ambush, proving the

protective power of the pantyhose.

Eventually, Dobbin’s girlfriend

breaks up with him in a letter.

Ironically, Dobbing’s reaction was

to wrap his ex-girlfriend's

pantyhose around his neck to

comfort his heartbreak. Dobbins

uses his girlfriend’s pantyhose as a

form of comfort in more than one

circumstance in instances related to

both fear and heartbreak; thus, the

pantyhose can be viewed as a

symbol of comfort and security.



Your turn.

Symbol: Quote 1:

Quote 2:

Explanation:



Assignment 4

Assignment 4

1. Read “Speaking of Courage,” “Notes,” “In the Field,” “Good Form,” “The Ghost Soldier,” “Night Life,” and

“The Lives of the Dead.” (pages 131-233)

2. Think about Tim O’Brien’s writing style. How would you describe it?  In a paragraph, describe O’Brien’s

writing style. Use examples from one of the remaining stories to support your answer.



Honors only.

The Scarlet Letter

Name:  _______________________________________________________________________________________

Directions:  The summer reading assignment is organized into three sections.  Preview the exercises in each section

prior to reading so that you can gather text evidence for the exercises as you read.  You may write your answers on

this hard copy or you may type them on the Google document that has been shared with you in the classroom.

Assignment 1

1. Read the following chapters: Read the Introduction and Chapters 1-6

2. Read about Allusion.

3. Complete the exercise on Allusion.

An allusion is an implied or indirect reference to a person, event, or another text.  Allusions are included in

literature with the assumption that the reader and the author share a common knowledge, and therefore the

reader will understand the reference.  Most allusions in Western literature come from the Bible, mythology, or

other Western literature.

Allusions conjure images of various characters or events that are linked to a specific idea and can be used to tie

together a past issue with a current one.  An allusion can be anything from the mention of a name to a line of a

song, as an author uses the reference to make his point clearer.  However, if the reader does not know the allusion

to which the author is referring, the effect of the allusion is lost and the point of the reference may be missed.

Allusions are used not  only in literature but also in flims, speeches, poetry, and even common, everyday dialogue.

For example, maybe you know a person who is stingy and grumpy when Christmas time rolls around.  You might say

something to them like, “Oh, John, don't be such a Scrooge.”  Maybe you have said this before and don’t even

realize you were giving an allusion to a character from Charles Dickens novel, A Christmas Carol.

Exercise on Allusion

Directions:  Write your response to each question in the boxes. Support your responses with quotes from the text.

Remember to note the page number(s) from where you took your quotes using in-text citations.  If you feel that

you need more space than what is provided in the chart, write your answers on composition paper.

Example of an In-Text Citation:  Lieutenant Jimmy Cross “would sometimes taste the envelopes knowing her tongue

had been there” (O’Brien 1).

Identify an allusion from the Introduction or Chapters
1-6. Provide a quote and the novel from the novel that
includes your allusion.

Explain the allusion and how it is appropriate at that
point in the novel. Please use full sentences. Why do
you think Hawthorne included this allusion? Be specific
in your answer.



Identify a second allusion from the Introduction or
Chapters 1-6.  Provide a quote and the page number
from the novel that includes your allusion.

Explain the allusion and how it is appropriate at that
point in the novel. Please use full sentences. Why do
you think Hawthorne included this allusion? Be specific
in your answer.

Identify a third allusion from the Introduction or
Chapters 1-6.  Provide a quote and the page number
from the novel that includes your allusion.

Explain the allusion and how it is appropriate at that
point in the novel. Please use full sentences. Why do
you think Hawthorne included this allusion? Be specific
in your answer.



Assignment 2

Read  the Scarlet Letter Chapters 7-18

1. Read the list below of the characteristics of flat, round, dynamic, and static characters.

2. Complete the exercise on Characterization.

Flats, Round, Dynamic, & Static Characters

In terms of character development, characters can be flat or round and dynamic or static.

1. Characteristics of Flat Characters

● Simple, one-dimensional characters that are often stereotypes

● Demonstrate one or two personality traits

● No significant growth or change

● Purpose is to support the main character (plays a side role)

● Examples:  Benvoli from Romeo and Juliet and Miss Maudie from To Kill a Mockingbird

2. Characteristics of Round Characters

● Similar to real people

● Complex personality

● Demonstrate many traits

● Audience sympathizes and/or relates to the character

● Purpose is to make the story more believable & effective

● Examples:  Harry Potter & Sherlock Holmes

3. Characteristics of Dynamic Characters

● Complex characters that undergo permanent change due to experiences

● Examples:  Harry Potter & Jack from Lord of the Flies

4. Characteristics of Static Characters

● Undergoes no change or little change (This, however, does not mean the character is flat, or

one-dimensional.)

● Can be interesting, but remains unchanged

● Examples:  Sherlock Holmes &  Atticus Finch from To Kill a Mockingbird.

Example of an In-Text Citation:  Lieutenant Jimmy Cross “would sometimes taste the envelopes knowing her tongue

had been there” (O’Brien 1).



Complete the chart below and use examples from the text to support your answer.

Exercise on Characterization

Directions:  Identify whether each character is flat or round and static or dynamic.  Provide an explanation for your
answers.  An example is provided.

Character Flat or
round?

Static or
dynamic?

Protagonist or
Antagonist

Explanation:  Explain why you believe each character is flat or round
and static or dynamic.  If necessary, note page numbers.

Hester Pryn Round Dynamic Protagonist Hester is a dynamic character.  This is based on the fact that she
continues to grow and change after she has become an outcast. Hester
is considered a round character because we are giving many details
about her as the story unfolds.

Character Flat or
round?

Static or
dynamic?

Protagonist or
Antagonist

Explanation:  Explain why you believe each character is flat or round
and static or dynamic.  If necessary, note page numbers.

Pearl

Arthur
Dismmesdale



Character Flat or
round?

Static or
dynamic?

Protagonist or
Antagonist?

Explanation:  Explain why you believe each character is flat or round
and static or dynamic.  If necessary, note page numbers.

Roger
Chillingworth

Assignment 3

1. Read The Scarlet Letter chapters 19-24

2. Read the paragraph below about symbolism.

3. Complete the exercise on symbolism.

Symbolism

Symbols are persons, places, or things in a narrative that have significance beyond a literal understanding.  The

craft of storytelling depends on symbols.  Most frequently, a specific object will be used to refer to (or symbolize) a

more abstract concept.  The repeated appearance of an object suggests a nonliteral, or figurative, meaning

attached to the object.  Symbols are often found in a book’s title, at the beginning and/or end of a story, in an

action or event within a story, or in the name or personality of a character.

Exercise on Symbolism

There is a great deal of symbolism  in The Scarlet Letter. Find an example of an object that you think is used as a

symbol in the text.  Provide two significant quotes connected to the symbols.  Provide an explanation of the

significance of each symbol.  If you feel that you need more space than what is provided in the chart, write your

answers on composition paper.

Example of an In-Text Citation:  Lieutenant Jimmy Cross “would sometimes taste the envelopes knowing her tongue

had been there” (O’Brien 1).



Example

Symbol: the Scarlet Letter Quote 1:
“Hawthorn  49 “so fantastically
embroidered and illuminated upon
her
bosom.”

Quote 2:
"the effect of the cross on a nun’s
bosom. It imparted to the wearer a
kind of sacredness, which enabled
her to walk securely amid all peril.
Had she fallen among thieves, it
would have kept her safe"
(Hawthorn 90)

Explanation:

I think the scarlet letter represents

punishment in general because it

was a punishment for Hester for

the rest of her life. Even though she

loves Dimmesdale, she committed

a sin according to her religion. Iit

symbolizes beauty because Hester

embroiders it beautifully and

makes it her own, like a

representation of who she is inside.

.

Your turn.

Symbol: Quote 1:

Quote 2:

Explanation:


